MEASURING INSTRUMENTS DIRECTIVE - UPDATE MAY 2004
MID FORMALLY ADOPTED

The adoption process has been now finally been completed with the signing of the Directive by the Presidencies of both the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament on the 31 March and the formal publication of the text in the Official Journal of the EU on the 30 April 2004.

The OJ reference is L 135 and copies of the English text can be found on the EU Europa web-site at the following address:

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/archive/2004/l_13520040430en.html
 
From the date of entry into force of the Directive of 30 April 2004 transposition into national regulations is required to be completed by 30 April 2006 with the regulations to come into force by 30 October 2006.

In relation to the development of Harmonised Standards the EU Commission has issued a programming mandate to the European Standards Bodies to draw up a list of possible harmonised standards. This process is required to be completed by November 2004 following which a standardisation mandate will be issued for the work of drafting the harmonised standards.

The next action for NWML will be the drafting of a consultation document setting out the plan for implementation of the Directive. This is being prepared and will be circulated widely to all interested parties in industry, commerce, consumers and government. Subsequent NWML MID updates will provide information on further progress and the likely availability date of the consultation document.
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